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Welcome to the new Bishop

Reverend Marvin Harada becan his term as Buddhist 
Churches of America’s Bishop on April 1.  Reverend 
Harada’s letter to BCA members appears on page 7 of 
this issue.

Thank You to the outgoing Bishop 

Reverend Kodo Hiromichi Umezu,  giving last year’s Hanamatsuri 
Dharma Talk at the Cleveland Buddhist Temple.

photo: Sacramento Temple website
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Cleveland Buddhist Temple Celebrates 75th Anniversary

[This article orginally appeared in the March 2020 Wheel of Dharma and is reprinted here by permission.]

By Rev. Anita Kazarian
Cleveland Buddhist Temple

The Cleveland Buddhist Temple — which has endured several major challenges since its inception — celebrated its 75th anni-
versary on Jan. 19.

Founding member Shigeru Fujimura, who is 96, was honored with a certificate of appreciation from BCA Bishop Rev. Kodo 
Umezu. The certificate recognized Fujimura’s 75 years of untiring efforts for the CBT to share the Buddha-Dharma in Ohio.

Supervising Minister Rev. Ron Miyamura presented Fujimura with the certificate and Rev. Miyamura also led the special ser-
vice.

Reaching its 75th anniversary was not simple nor easy for the temple.  Since its inception in 1945, the Cleveland Sangha has 
had to reinvent itself several times.  Members worked hard to purchase the first church building, lost it, worked hard again 
to purchase the second building and had to sell it because of declining membership and prohibitive costs. It currently rents 
another church for its services.

Selling its Euclid property forced the Sangha to face its attachment to the building’s memories. 

Many of the families who settled in Cleveland in the early 1940s came from the detention camps for Japanese Americans 
during World War II. Those families arrived in Cleveland looking for jobs and to establish new lives.

With the support and encouragement of Chicago’s Midwest Buddhist Temple, the new settlers formed the Cleveland Buddhist 
Church — today’s Cleveland Buddhist Temple. 

The Young Buddhists Association received a warm welcome from several religious leaders in Cleveland, including the First 
Unitarian Church, which  generously offered the use of the church’s meeting room for services.

The dedication service was held Jan. 7, 1945, at the First Unitarian Church.  Rev. Seijo Onoyama was the first resident minis-
ter and Shigeru Fujimura was present as one of the organizers. 

The first church building was purchased in 1955 on East 81st Street.  Zen scholar Dr. Daisetsu Teitaro Suzuki — known as D.T. 
Suzuki — was the invited guest speaker at the Hanamatsuri service in 1957.  The Sangha was growing and Fujimura headed 
the church bulletin committee that played a vital role in increasing membership.  

Cleveland’s Hough neighborhood riots in July 1966 were a difficult time for the temple. The temple building was firebombed 
and it wasn’t safe to come to the services at that time.

During the riots, Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi lived at the church alone to safeguard it from vandalism and to help maintain it.  Ser-
vices were suspended and Sunday School classes were held at members’ homes.

In 1968, Rev. Taniguchi and Building Committee Chair Mike Asazawa appealed to all the BCA temples and members in the 
United States for funds to help purchase a new building.

The spirit of Dana was evident as individuals and temples responded with nearly $20,000 in donations. Additional support 
from local organizations and from Mine Hirata allowed the purchase of a new building in Euclid, which was dedicated in May 
1970.
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The YBA was key to the growth and development of the Buddha-Dharma at the Cleveland Buddhist Church, and Shigeru 
Fujimura served as YBA President and leader from 1949 to 1950.

Once again, however, the neighborhood changed, members moved away, and the membership of Japanese Americans 
declined. It was during this time that Rev. Koshin Ogui became the resident minister, serving from 1977 to 1992.  

In an effort to attract people outside the Japanese American community, the temple instituted the Zen Shin Sangha, 
which met twice a week.  New members attended, but the decline among Japanese American members was evident.  

Despite declining membership and delayed maintenance on the temple building, the CBT continued holding services at 
Euclid with Supervising Minister Rev. Miyamura until 2018. The BCA’s Minister’s Assistant Program played a key role in 
the continuation of the services.

The Euclid building had a major roof leak over the Naijin in October 2017.  Incredibly, not one of the Jōdo Shinshū 
adornments was damaged. A few months later, in January 2018, a pipe burst, flooding the basement.  All damages were 
repaired with the help of insurance, but two separate deductibles helped make the CBT board’s decision to sell the prop-
erty easier. The Euclid building was sold in December 2018.
  
Once again, the CBT found a new home at the Unitarian Universalist Church in its new location in Shaker Heights and 
the first service was the Obon on July 15, 2018.  The small but growing membership holds monthly services under the 
guidance of Supervising Minister Rev. Ronald Miyamura.  

The goal of the CBT is to build awareness of its existence and the Nembutsu.  A few events planned for 2020 include 
co-sponsoring a speaker at the Cleveland Humanities Festival, organizing its fourth annual World Peace Day commem-
orating the 75th anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombings on Japan in 1945 with other faith groups, and collaborating 
with the Unitarian Church for a joint animal memorial service and animal blessing service.

In gratitude for its 75th year, the CBT looks forward to celebrating its next milestone. Namo Amida Butsu

Reverand Miyamura presents Cleveland Buddhist Temple 
charter member Shigeru Fujimura  with a certificate from 
Bishop Umezu.

January’s after service “coffee and tea break” 
included this cake honoring Shig.

continued from previous page
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2020 Monthly Memorial Services

For Funeral Service or to include the names of loved ones in the Monthly Memorial Services,  please contact 
Rev. Ron at 773.805.0024

Our loved ones whom we are remembering:

May June

Ann Ahern 
Katsumi Akiba 
Hama Akiya
Ken Asamoto
Kenneth Hashimoto 
George Kuramoto
Kinichi Matsumoto
Chise Matsuno 
Asayo Nakamoto
Gunichi Nakamoto
Yonetaro Ochi 
Garo Papazian
Manny Peer
Yoshio Shijo
Fusako Tao 
Nase Toyota
Joyce Vespa 
Hikoemon Yoshida 
and others.

Michie Asazawa
Shohei Fujikawa
Kiyoko Fujimura 
Tei Higaki
Steven I. Hirono
Winifred Murphy
Hideo Nakanishi
Toranosuke Ouno 
Wai Sonoda
Mikio Tanaka
Anitza Tomassian 
Satoru Yamahiro 
Riu Yokoyama 
Tsugi Yoshimura 
Roy Yoshioka and others. 
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How do I become a Shin Buddhist?

Q Do I need to go through a formal ceremony in order to take refuge or is this “informal” in 
Shin Buddhism?

A There is no requirements or initiation ceremony to be a Shin Buddhist, just come as you 
are and be part of our Sangha (that is, to be a part of the group of “fellow travelers”).

To be a member of the Cleveland Buddhist Temple *, one only needs to make a financial 
“pledge” (fill out the Pledge Form). From time to time, we do have a ceremony conducted 
by the bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America (our national organization) in which 
one receives a Buddhist name and pledges to follow the Three Treasures—the Buddha, the 
Dharma (the Teaching) and the Sangha. But this is optional.

Gassho (with palms together), Rev. Ron

February 28th, 2020

Ask Rev. Ron is a feature on the Midwest Buddhist Temple’s website and is used with permission.  
Reverend Miyamura is Resident Minister of that temple and is Supervising Minister of the Cleve-
land Buddhist Temple.  

Ask Rev. Ron

by Reverend Ron Miyamura

* Cleveland Buddhist Temple was substituted for Midwest Buddhist Temple that appeared in Reverend Miyamura’s 
original column.  
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While the Cleveland Buddhist Temple is practicing social distancing by not holding services, we 
encourage everyone to look at the following:

The Cleveland Buddhist Temple’s website:

 clevelandbuddhisttemple.org or search on Cleveland Buddhist Temple

The home page contains links to the Midwest Buddhist Temple’s online services, services at other tem-
ples, and information on our 12 Step Program’s virtual meetings.  The rest of the site is worth visiting as 
well!  

Online Donations:  The website now allows you to pay your pledge or make other donations using Paypal.

BCA Connect

Sign up for their emails and stay connected with the national level of the Buddhist Churches of America.

 www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/connect/

  or search on Buddhist Churches of America Connect  
       (a search on BCA Connect will give you electronic parts - interesting but not relevant)

Online Resources
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Donations

 February 2020

 Satoru Nakamoto

 Anita Kazarian 

 12 Step Program

 Progressive Casualty Ins. Matching Gift 

 Tina Ishiyama    In Memory of Scott Peer 

 Tina Ishiyama    In Memory of Allan Kraft 

 Tina Ishiyama    In Memory of Frank Nakamura 

 Tina Ishiyama    In Memory of Byron Akitsuki

 Anonymous
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Buddhist 12 Step Meeting

Join us every Monday evening at 6:30 pm.

We’re currently meeting virtually through Zoom.  Information for signing in is on the Temple’s website: 
  clevelandbuddhisttemple.org and click on the 12 Step link.

 
The Buddhist 12 Step Meeting, sponsored by the Cleveland Buddhist Temple, has been active and thriving since its 
beginning almost a year ago.  We have found a great new location near downtown Willoughby at the First Christian 
Church.   We are meeting in their lovely Fellowship Hall which provides a warm and inviting setting.  There is a 
convenient parking lot just across from the side entrance which is the door we use for our meeting.  

This meeting welcomes anyone who struggles with the suffering associated with craving or aversion and who seeks 
to cultivate peace through living mindfully.  This meeting uses the 12 Steps, The Four Noble Truths and the Bud-
dha’s 8 Fold Path to help us in our journey towards a mindful, recovery oriented lifestyle.  

You do not need to be a Buddhist to participate in this group.  You also do not need to be in any specific kind of 
recovery to participate in our group.  We seek to create a community focused on recovery and living mindfully in an 
environment of compassion, safety and acceptance. 

As we say in the Shin tradition, we welcome all “foolish” beings, recognizing that we do not have to struggle alone.  
In Shin practice we recite the nembutsu or “Name-that-calls”.   We recognize through deep hearing that “it calls us 
to awaken to our fullest potential to becoming true, real and sincere human beings.”  This 12 Step Buddhist Meeting 
seeks to create a sangha to help us in this unfolding process; to be present to ourselves and each other one moment 
at a time.  As is stated in the Kalamas Sutta, “Come and see for yourself.”

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Lori Rugle at lrugle@hotmail.com

We welcome all ...


