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  646-369-5148

Sunday services are also monthly memorial  services. Visitors are welcome to attend meditation and the Dharma 
Class as well as the service.  Instruction will be provided for meditation.  Coffee is usually available for Dharma Class.  
Please check www.clevelandbuddhisttemple.com for our most current schedule.

Service Schedule – May-June 2019

Saturday, May 18th

2:00 pm Chanting Practice 
3:30 pm Meditation & Chanting 
5:00 pm Dharma Study 

Sunday, May 19th    Gotan-e and May Memorial Service

10:00 am Sitting Meditation 
10:30 am Service with Tokudo MA Gary Jaskula
11:30 am Dharma Study Class

Gotan-e is the observance of Shinran Shonin’s birthday
   
Saturday, June 15th   

2:00 pm Chanting Practice 
3:30 pm Meditation & Chanting 
4:30 pm Dharma Study 

Sunday, June 16th June Memorial Service

10:00 am Sitting Meditation
10:30 am Service with Tokudo MA Gary Jaskula
11:30 am Dharma Study Class 
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Hanamatsuri 2019

Reverend Kodo Hiromichi Umezu, 
Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America, 
gave the Dharma Talk

Tokudo Minister’s Assistant Gary Shobo Jaskula 
provided background information on the Hanami-
do.  Thanks to all who helped in the decoration and 
placement.

Final touches before the service.
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2019 Monthly Memorial Services

For Funeral Service or to include the names of loved ones in the Monthly Memorial Services,  please contact 
Rev. Ron at 773.805.0024

Our loved ones whom we are remembering:

May June

Ann Ahern 
Katsumi Akiba 
Hama Akiya
Ken Asamoto
Kenneth Hashimoto 
George Kuramoto
Kinichi Matsumoto
Chise Matsuno 
Asayo Nakamoto
Gunichi Nakamoto
Yonetaro Ochi 
Garo Papazian
Manny Peer
Yoshio Shijo
Fusako Tao 
Nase Toyota
Joyce Vespa 
Hikoemon Yoshida 
and others.

Michie Asazawa
Shohei Fujikawa
Kiyoko Fujimura 
Tei Higaki
Steven I. Hirono
Winifred Murphy
Hideo Nakanishi
Toranosuke Ouno 
Wai Sonoda
Mikio Tanaka
Anitza Tomassian 
Satoru Yamahiro 
Riu Yokoyama 
Tsugi Yoshimura 
Roy Yoshioka and others. 
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Cleveland Humanities Festival 2019 

 

 

From left to right: [???], Dr. Peter Knox, Anita Kazarian, Dr. Mark Blum, Gary Jaskula, Hoshina 
Seki, Josephine Seki, and Dr. Brian Clites 

 

On March 25 at this year’s Cleveland Humanities Festival held at Case Western Reserve 
University, Prof. Mark Blum spoke on Buddhism and the Natural World.  Professor Blum’s 
lecture was co-sponsored by the Cleveland Buddhist Temple and the American Buddhist Study 
Center.  Special thanks to CBT’s Anita Kazarian and ABSC’s Hoshina Seki for their hard work to 
bring about this event.   
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Gary Shobo Jaskula
Tokudo Minister’s Assistant
Cleveland Buddhist Temple

Dear Dharma Friends,

Although the Nembutsu Teaching is frequently called the “easy” path, sometimes it is hard for us to understand it for 
ourselves, let alone articulate it to others.  I recall some words on a banner in a totally unrelated context which read: 
Looking from the outside in, you can never understand it.  Standing on the inside looking out, you can never explain 
it.  A lot of places, experiences, and situations in life are like this.  But it really strikes me that these words precisely 
describe the place where we Shin Buddhist followers find ourselves.  

We instinctively know we’re hooked into something truly special when we follow Shinran’s understanding of Bud-
dhism.  In Shinran’s teaching Nembutsu means NAMO-AMIDA-BUTSU, the name of the Buddha.  In the Name, 
NAMO-AMIDA-BUTSU: our limited, finite selves (namo) are joined to the unlimited, boundless merits of Ami-
da Buddha (Amida-butsu), who vows that all beings who call Amida’s name will ultimately realize Enlightenment 
through those merits, even without severing blind passions.  What a relief!  But, when we try to explain that, doesn’t 
it often sound like “loophole” Buddhism, and not “real” practice?  

Shinran Shonin, the founder and teacher of our denomination, really understood our problem here. This is what he 
says at one point (and this after propagating the Nembutsu teaching in the countryside for decades and explaining the 
Nembutsu very deeply to scholars from the Sutras): 

   The Nembutsu promised in the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha
   Is difficult for evil people who have wrong views and are arrogant
   To receive and retain in joyful faith;
   Of all difficulties nothing is more difficult than that.

This passage is from the Shoshin-ge, which we have been chanting more frequently lately.  The translation is by Rev. 
Hisao Inagaki.  Shinran seems to be telling us that the obstacle to truly entrusting is deeply embedded in our “Namo” 
side – our finite, limited selves.  But, fortunately, all is not lost.  There is the “Amida-Butsu” side, limitless and un-
bounded, and all around us. 

The Buddhist practice of Shin followers consists seeing ourselves exactly as we are and simultaneously seeing the 
Wisdom and Compassion that sustains each of us.  So, it is easy practice, and yet difficult to understand.  Do you feel 
this makes some sense in a crazy way?  Please join us at the Cleveland Buddhist Temple as we learn more about the 
true purpose of our lives.  As that banner said, Looking from the outside in, you can never understand it.  Standing 
on the inside looking out, you can never explain it.  Namo-Amida-Butsu. 

In Gassho,  
Gary Shobo Jaskula, Cleveland Buddhist Temple  
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Was it Ohigan or O’Higan?

This year’s March service coincided with St. Patrick’s Day, so 
wearin’ of the green was felt to be in order.
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PRE ORDER YOUR 
COPY TODAY

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

BOOK IN STORES

FEB 

19
2 0 1 9

PREORDER OR PURCHASE AT YOUR 
LOCAL BOOKSTORE OR ONLINE AT:

Amazon
HTTPS://AMZN.TO/2E9AS48

Barnes & Noble 
HTTPS://BIT.LY/2SYYTQU

Powell’s Books
HTTPS://BIT.LY/2ROJV4U

D U N C A N  R Y Ū K E N  W I L L I A M S

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS  |  HARDCOVER, 384PP., $29.95  |  AMERICANSUTRA.COM

This groundbreaking history tells the little-known story of how, in one of our country’s darkest hours, Japanese Americans 
fought to defend their faith and preserve religious freedom. The mass incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War 
II is not only a tale of injustice; it is a moving story of faith. In this path-breaking account, Duncan Ryūken Williams reveals how, 
even as they were stripped of their homes and imprisoned in camps, Japanese American Buddhists launched one of the most 
inspiring defenses of religious freedom in our nation’s history, insisting that they could be both Buddhist and American.

“A pioneering work on the history of Japanese Americans during WWII—an instant classic.” 
— TETSUDEN KASHIMA AUTHOR OF JUDGMENT WITHOUT TRIAL 

“American Sutra tells the story of how Japanese American Buddhist families like mine survived 
the wartime incarceration. Their loyalty was questioned, their freedom taken away, but their 

spirit could never be broken. A must-read for anyone interested in the implacable quest 
for civil liberties, social and racial justice, religious freedom, and American belonging.”

— GEORGE TAKEI  ACTOR, DIRECTOR, AND ACTIVIST  
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Donations

February 2019 Donations

Buddhist Temple of San Diego

Stuart Ott

Progressive Insurance Matching Gift - Cara Kless

March 2019 Donations

Buddhist Temple of San Diego Dharma School

Satoru Nakamoto

Naomi Doyle  In Memory of Norio Fujikawa

Anonymous

Dear Dharma Friends,
 
I would like to introduce the new board for the Cleveland Buddhist temple for the year of 2019:

      Jeffery Hall   (President)
      Todd Tsuchiya  (Secretary)
     Roger Suekama  (Treasurer)
     Cara Kless
     Loreen Rugle

On behalf of the board I would like to say that we look forward to the year ahead with the sangha and the 
Cleveland Buddhist temple.  We are now coming up on nearly a year of our new home at the First Unitarian 
Church of Cleveland.  Over this time, we have continued to share the dharma and have seen many new faces 
in attendance.  I look forward to what 2019 may bring.
 
Namo Amida Butsu,
 
Jeffery Hall

New Temple Board
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Buddhist 12 Step Meeting

Join us every Monday evening

 First Christian Church  6:30 pm
 4249 River Street
 Willoughby Ohio

The Buddhist 12 Step Meeting, sponsored by the Cleveland Buddhist Temple, has been active and thriving since its 
beginning almost a year ago.  We have found a great new location near downtown Willoughby at the First Christian 
Church.   We are meeting in their lovely Fellowship Hall which provides a warm and inviting setting.  There is a 
convenient parking lot just across from the side entrance which is the door we use for our meeting.  

This meeting welcomes anyone who struggles with the suffering associated with craving or aversion and who seeks 
to cultivate peace through living mindfully.  This meeting uses the 12 Steps, The Four Noble Truths and the Bud-
dha’s 8 Fold Path to help us in our journey towards a mindful, recovery oriented lifestyle.  

You do not need to be a Buddhist to participate in this group.  You also do not need to be in any specific kind of 
recovery to participate in our group.  We seek to create a community focused on recovery and living mindfully in an 
environment of compassion, safety and acceptance. 

As we say in the Shin tradition, we welcome all “foolish” beings, recognizing that we do not have to struggle alone.  
In Shin practice we recite the nembutsu or “Name-that-calls”.   We recognize through deep hearing that “it calls us 
to awaken to our fullest potential to becoming true, real and sincere human beings.”  This 12 Step Buddhist Meeting 
seeks to create a sangha to help us in this unfolding process; to be present to ourselves and each other one moment 
at a time.  As is stated in the Kalamas Sutta, “Come and see for yourself.”

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Lori Rugle at lrugle@hotmail.com

We welcome all ...
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On August 30 – September 1, 2019, the Buddhist Churches of 
America Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associations (BCA 
FBWA) will host the 16th World Buddhist Women’s Con-
vention at the San Francisco Marriott Grand Marquis in San 
Francisco, California.

Approximately 2,000 women and men of many generations 
are anticipated to gather from Japan, Canada, Brazil, Hawaii, 
and throughout the US mainland to explore and experience 
the Convention theme: “Live the Nembutsu.”

This is a worldwide event occurring every 4 years (the main-
land U.S. hosts once every 20 years).

Sponsored by: The World Federation of Jodo Shinshu Hong-
wanji-ha Buddhist Women’s Associations.

Convention website: 

www.wbwconvention.org 

(Most of this information came the website.)

-also look for 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention on 
Facebook.

The 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention

LIVE THE NEMBUTSU


